fied report from the Senate Intelligence.
Committee has thrown an apple of discord .
among those charged with guarding the

national secuzity. .

The leak raises fresh doubts about the
reliability of Congress in keeping sensitive
material, now farnished by the CIA on 2
regular basis, from being used for publici-
ty leverage in policy disputes. This leak
unfairly assailed Henry Kissinger and for-

mer CIA Director William Colby, and re= -
flected a callous lack of concern for the -

damage doze to private reputations.
’ -, =0 =y .
The episcde opened with the.delivery
on May 17.to the National Security Coun-

‘cil and the CIA of one copy each of a top

secret report. It was ap analysis by the
Senate Inteliizance Comrrittee of the ex-
tent to which the responsible committees.
of Congress were kept informed concern-’
ing the secret U.S. intervention inthe An-
golancivil warin1973. .- .-,

. Reacting to the allegations of a retired-
CIA 2gent, John Steckwell, that Kissiager
and Colby had withkeld information from
the Congress on the CIA role in Angola,
the committes uadariook in its report to-
establishthe facls. - . .

However, tha fincings in this report

persuaded CIA Director Stansfield Turner
to make an urgent request to the NSCstaff
that it not be sent o the president uatil ad--

ditional evidence had been reviewed by .

the Senate ccmmiite2,

Turner claimad that the drafters of the

report showed bizs and inadequate knowl-
edge in reachisg the conclusion that Kis-
sirger and Colby had misled Congress in+
their testimaay 2ad that the CIA had ex-
ceeded its authosily. . L e e -k
_ The NSC s:aif recommended that the
report be remandad back to the Senate -
committee and CIA to see if they could not ~
reach agreement on the basis of all availa-
ble information, including CIA operational
cable traffic that was to be released to”
give the Senate committee a clearer pic-
ture. - coT
The chairman of tha Senate Intellig-
ence Committes, Sen. Birch Bayh, D-Ind,,
now states that after an exhaustive review
a final versicn of the report is nearly com~
pleted. - el .
Bayh is satisfied that neither Kissinger
rov Colby tried to mistead Congress. Ha

ctatae ratamarirally thar “tha alleoations

L 'tf'_; T R
Information Leak .

. Puzzling Longress’
- S o WASHfNG’fON ] Mea;while, .S«;yinour }‘{ersh o.fth

" The leak to the press of a highly classi-

- garbled version of the first draft co
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York Times called Senator Baya's
in early July and read a deseription
report which he had received from 2
dentified source. He appears to have

ing 2llegations agaiest Kissinger an

oy. : .
Hersh was told that his story con

-~ STAT

many inaccuracies. He was urged hvee

rush iato print, since the final report
would be issued shortly. S 4

. On July 15, the Times pablished on te
front page Hersh's story stating that the
Senate Committee had concluded that Kis-
singer and Colby had misled €ongress“ace
cording to sources with first-hand knowl-

.edge” . T

. There was no menticn of Hersh bsing
told by Bayk’s office that his story was in-
accurate in many raspects. T

Sericus damage has bzen done to indi-
vidual reputations, and the CIA has 2gala
been €ast in the role of a “rogue ele-

* phant.” But the search is cn in earnest for

the leaker since, if this kind of information
can leak, there is no guarantee that vital
secrets will nat be surfaced for partisan
purposes. : )

The NSC staffers are convinced {hat
the source of the Jeak lies in the Senatz Iz-
tellicenca Committee staff, which is deep-
ly 'split iato liberal and conservative fac-

RED

_tiors. On2 NSC staifer has offered to take

a lie cetector test if a particular Senate

_staffer wiil do the same. .

The speculation is that someore on the
Senate staff strongly opposed to the Ango-
la intervention realized the final report
viould not contain the sensational allega-
tions and decided to go public with the
earlier version in order to make his point.

* " Sen. Bayh points out that the leak could

have come from the NSC or the CIA, but
he has ordered a full investigation of his
own stalf and tightened security coatrols.
Just a week before this leak, President
Carter skarply warned key members of
Congress that he could no longer release
sensitive information to the committees if
the damaging leaks continued. = °

Up to this episode, the Serate Intellig- |

ence Committée has had a reasonably

- good reputation for security. Sen. Bash
* and his colleagues koosr they must try to
find the leaker, if they are to jnsure con=!
tinuing access to the information essential .

to their oversight function.

- "A watchdoe with rabies is no protaction
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